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Context: a global trend 

A wide range of initiatives around the world 

 

The future of learning: what kind of learning for the 
21st-century? Report 

Measuring 21st Century competencies 
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Context: a global trend 

A wide range of initiatives around the world 

 
P21's Framework for 21st Century Learning  
 

21st Century skills and competences for New 
Millennium Learners in OECD countries 
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Image available  EU Science Hub 
website  

https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/research-topic/learning-and-skills
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/research-topic/learning-and-skills
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KEY COMPETENCES FOR LIFELONG LEARNING – A EUROPEAN 
REFERENCE FRAMEWORK (2006) 

 

 

 

COMPETENCES 
as combination 

of 

KNOWLEDGE 

SKILLS 

ATTITUDES 

KEY COMPETENCES 
what all individuals 

need FOR 

PERSONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP 

SOCIAL INCLUSION 

EMPLOYMENT 



 This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This publication 
[communication] reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be held 
responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein. 

 

KEY COMPETENCES FOR LIFELONG LEARNING – A EUROPEAN REFERENCE 
FRAMEWORK 

 

 

 

Communication in the 
mother tongue 

Communication in 
foreign languages 

Mathematical, science 
and technology 

Digital competence 

Learning to learn 

Social and civic 
competences 

Sense of initiative 
and  entrepreneurship 

Cultural awareness and 
expression 

TRANSVERSAL 
SKILLS 

Critical 
thinking 

Creativity 

Initiative 

Problem 
solving 

Risk 
assessment 

Decision 
taking 
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A new skills agenda for Europe (2016): 
Working together to strengthen human capital, employability and competitiveness 

 (communication full text) 

1. More than 70 M europeans have poor numeracy and digital skills 

                                                            put them at risk of unemployment 

1. More than half of 12M long-term unemployed are considered as low-skilled 

2. HEIs need to ensure that they equip people with relevant and up-to-date 

skills 

3. 40% of europeans employers have difficulty finding people with skills they 

need to grow and innovate 

4. Education providers, employers and learners have different perceptions on 

what the labour market needs 

5. Too few people have the entrepreneurial mindset and skills needed to set 

up their own business 

 

WHY? 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52016DC0381&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52016DC0381&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52016DC0381&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52016DC0381&from=EN
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A new skills agenda for Europe  
 

Skills are 
defined as: 

A pathway to 
employability 

and 
prosperity 

What a 
person knows, 
understands 
and can do 

1)IMPROVING 
quality and 

relevance of skills 
formation 

2) MAKING skills 
and qualifications 

visible and 
comparable 

3) ADVANCING 
skills intelligence 

and infirmed 
career choices 

          DEFINITIONS 

AXES 
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A new skills agenda for Europe  
 

Strengthening basic 
skills 

Building resilience 
Making VET a first 

choice 

Focus on digital 
skills 

Improving 
transparency of 

qualifications 

Early profiling of 
migrants' skills 

Better information 
for better choices 

Boosting 
cooperation in 

economic sectors 

Better 
understanding the 

performance of 
graduates 

HEADLINES 
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A new skills agenda for Europe  
 

Upskilling 
Pathways: New 

Opportunities for 
Adults 

European 
Qualifications 
Framework  

Digital skills and 
Jobs Coalition 

Blueprint for 
Sectoral 

Cooperation on 
Skills 

EU Skills Profile 
Tool Kit for Third-
Country Nationals 

Vocational 
education and 
training (VET) 

Key competences Europass 

Graduate Tracking 

Analysing and 
sharing of best 

practice on brain 
flows 

10 ACTIONS Read more on 
these actions  

https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1223
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1223
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DIGCOMP 
The digital competence framework for citizens 

• Launched first time in 2013 

• Defined as "Competences are needed today to use digital technologies in a 
confident, critical, collaborative, creative way to achieve goals related to 
work, learning, leisure, inclusion and participation in our digital society" 

• 5 areas, 21 competences, 8 proficiency levels 

• Last version DigComp 2.1      

 

 

 
                                                                              Image available in EU Science Hub website 

 

 

http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC110624/dc_guide_may18.pdf
http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC110624/dc_guide_may18.pdf
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DIGCOMP 

INFORMATION and 
DATA LITERACY 

•Browsing, searching and filtering data, information and digital content 

•Evaluating and managing   data, information and digital content 

COMMUNICATION 
and 

COLLABORATION 

•Interacting, sharing and collaborating through digital technologies 

•Engaging in citizenship through digital technologies 

•Managing digital identity 

•Netiquette (to be aware of cultural and generational diversity in digital environments) 

DIGITAL CONTENT 
CREATION 

•Developing, integrating and re-elaborating digital content 

•Copyright and licences 

•Programming 

SAFETY 

•Protecting devices,personal data and privacy, health and well-being, and the environment 

PROBLEM SOLVING 

•Solving technical problems 

•Identifying needs and technological responses 

•Creatively using digital technologies 

•Identifying digital competence gaps 
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Image available in EU Science Hub website 

https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/science-update/new-digcomp-report-develops-proficiency-levels
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ENTRECOMP 

The entrepreneurship competence framework  

 

• Background: Key competences for lifelong learning 

• Launched in 2015 

• Main aim: To establish a bridge between the worlds of education and 

work 

• Defines entrepreneurship as "a transversal competence which 

applies to all spheres " 

• Made up: 3 areas, 15 competences, 8-level progression model 

• Guide EntreComp into Action – Get inspired, make it happen  

 

 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/eur-scientific-and-technical-research-reports/entrecomp-action-get-inspired-make-it-happen-user-guide-european-entrepreneurship-competence
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https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/eur-scientific-and-technical-research-reports/entrecomp-action-get-inspired-make-it-happen-user-guide-european-entrepreneurship-competence
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ENTRECOMP 

Image available in EU Science Hub 
website 

https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/eur-scientific-and-technical-research-reports/entrecomp-action-get-inspired-make-it-happen-user-guide-european-entrepreneurship-competence
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ENTRECOMP 

Image available in EU Science Hub website 

http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC101581/lfna27939enn.pdf
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FINAL REMARKS 

 A wide range of initiatives on digital competences 

around the world 

 Digital and entrepreneurship competences apply in all 

spheres of life 

 A better society through the most prepared citizens 

 DigComp & EntreComp: flexibility in use 
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Thank you for your attention! 
 

María del Rocío Moreno Quirós 

mquiros@us.es 
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